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when he says that it is at the moment when it becomes
necessary to estimate the price due to the producer that
the problem of the producer's remuneration arises. Digby
also underlines the fact that producer and consumer are
mutually dependent, but when it comes to a question of
the just price, the opposition between these two factors
remains complete. Moreover, Gide himself saw the diffi-
culties in direct relations.
The idea of the just price -cannot be theoretically
formulated in a way that will satisfy both parties. It is
impossible to translate into reality any formula of this
idea which will prevent insoluble difficulties from arising.
On the whole it is preferable to isolate the search for this
solution from the other problems concerning direct
relations. Since there is a market price fixed for almost
every article, it is needless to attempt to establish an
abstract price or to cudgel one's brains as to what may
occur at a future period when relations will be so complete
that there will be no market price independent of the
co-operative societies. Poisson also adopts this simple
common-sense point of view. A price corresponding to
the natural conditions of the market, that is to say, a
price which is not influenced by one-sided interests, is
the price which is most equitable for both, if not from
the point of view of abstract co-operative idealism, at
least from the point of view of economic ethics, owing to
the fact that the price has been established as it were by
the judgment of an impartial third person.
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In discussions on the problem of direct relations, the
following question has never so far been put: Apart from
the purely mechanical distribution of goods, does not
commerce perform certain other functions? In fact it
assumes such functions, and this assumption claims
our attention in the order of ideas which we are now
examining,
In the first place, commerce grades goods into types

